is, however, to be found in the plant itself, whose death is the result of the exhausting nature of the process by which provision is made for another generation of similar beings. The period of inflorescence and seedhearing are attended with a large expenditure of costly material. In the formation of the fruit and seeds soluble gummy and saccharine matters are conveyed to those points and there fixed, to the manifest detriment of the whole system, which suffers by the withdrawal of these substances. Now, in order to guard against the evil consequences of a necessary function, Nature usually employs the time previous to flowering, when 
